Of six species of sturgeon in the Caspian basin, five anaderomous species occur in the Iranian waters: Persian sturgeon Acipenser persicus Borodin, 1897; Russian sturgeon A.
gueldenstaedti Brandt & Ratzeburg, 1833; stellate A. stellatus Pallas, 1771; ship A. nudiventris Lovetsky, 1828 and beluga Huso huso (Linnaeus, 1758) (Levin, 1997) . In recent years, Persian sturgeon comprises the largest proportion of the total Iranian commercial catch (Moghim et al., 2006) .
The length-weight relationship (LWR) parameters are important in fish biology and can give information on stock condition, condition indices and several aspects of fish population dynamics (Bagenal and Tesch, 1978; Martin-Smith, 1996; Gonçalves, et al., 1997) . Also, these relationships have been used in the conversion fish length and body weight to provide some measure of biomass (Froese, 1998) . In the present study, LWR Research Center of IFRO for providing samples used in this study. We also thank Mr.
Bagherzadeh and Taleshian for collecting the fishes captured in beach seines.
